CHAPTEB II.

FIRST YEAHS OF A SOLDIERS LIFE.

THE six years' schooling at Durham, such as it was,

formed all the connected general education which Murchison

received, though he tried to supplement it after a fashion a

couple of years later at Edinburgh.   It was thought to be

amply sufficient as a groundwork for the profession of a

soldier; the more special training needed for the military

life could be obtained elsewhere.   Accordingly, in the year

1805,  being now thirteen  years of  age, he was taken

to the Military College of Great Marlow.   Late in life he

could recall how his stepfather sang amusing songs to cheer

him on the way; how, on arriving in London, they " were

quartered at the Spring Gardens coffeehouse;" and how

surprised he was to see, " in the box next to us, gloating

over his beefsteak and onions, the corpulent John, Duke of

Norfolk."

At Marlow his aptitude for study was not more
marked than it had been at Durham. His six books of
Homer and the Latin which had been flogged into him
were no help in aiding him to solve even simple questionston House, near Beclale, in the North
